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itcul;;  wheat  crop  lai  sest  si^ce  1940 

A  world  wheat  crop  of  5,375  million  bushels  --  the  largest  since  1940  —  is 
forecast  for  1946.     This  would  still  be  slightly  below  the  1935-39  prei.ar  overage 
of  5|914  million  bushels,  but  substantially  above  the  1945  production  of  5,150 
million  tushels. 

Present  prospects  are  for  increases  in  all  are  is,  because  of  larger  acreages 
as  well  as  more  favorable  weather-    Vj'orld  wheat  acreage  is  expected  to  amount  to 
around  405,200,000  acres,  compared  with  3*35,100, 000  acres  in  1945  and  an  average 
of  414,600,000  acres  for  1935-39.     The  most  outstanding  gain  over  last  year* a 
crop  is  in  Europe,  where  the  crop  is  expected  to  reach  1,360  million  bushels, 
about  a  third  larger  than  last  year's  snail  crop,  but  still  1C,%  less  than  the 
prewar  average.     European  acreage  is  sorewhat  below  average,  but  about  12%  larger 
than  1945. 

SOME  DEC1IITZ  LIKELY  III  V/OOL  COrSTitjPTICN  1 
tJ«  S«  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  in  1947  probably  will  decline  moder- 
ately from  the  record  annual  rate  of  about  1  billion  lbs..,  grease  basis,  which  has 
been  maintained  consistently  since  1941,  the  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Eco- 
nomics predicts.    But  consumption  still  may  be  almost  half  again  as  large  as  the 
1935-39  average.    Demand  will  continue  high  during  most  of  1947  because  of  high 
consumer  incomes  and  demand  for  replenishment  of  conmerc ial  inventories.  Con- 
sumption of  domestic  wool,  which  has  been  small,  may  increase,  and  possibly  may 
be  as  large  as  production  in  1947  provided  CCC  sale  prices  are  reasonably  in  line 
with  the  prices  of  comnarable  duty-paid  imported  wool* 


(more) 


INCREASE  ASKED  FOR  SFHIITG  FIGS 

Hog  producers  are  being  asked  to  increase  their  1947  spring  pig  production 
above  1946  numbers.     The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  a  1947  spring 
goal  of  58 -million  pigs  and  9,170,000  sows  to  farrow.     This  is  1Z%  above  the  num- 
ber of  sows  which  farrowed  the  1946  spring  pig  crop. 

The  biggest  increase  is  sought  in  Corn  Belt  States,  where  a  record-breaking 
corn  crop  is  being  harvested  this  fall.    The  Corn  Belt  goal  calls  for  an  increase 
of  15%  above  104c.    For  farms  outside  the  Corn  Belt,  the  average  increase  sought 
is  S%, 

Support  prices  on  hogs  to  be  marketed  between  now  and  October  1947  have  been 
boosted  an  average  of  $2,25  a  hundred  pounds  above  the  C'12  average  previously 
announced  for  1946-47  marketings,    for  the  months  of  August  and  September  next 
year,  the  average  increase  is  around  $2*50«    Support  prices  are  set  on  a  week-to- 
week  basis  to  allow  for  seasonal  variations.    The  higher  prices  were  established 
in  line  with  increases  in  the  parity  price  of  hogs.     Support  prices  on  hogs  to  be 
sold  after  September  1947  have  not  been  announced* 

HO  DECONTROL  FOR  FLOUR 
A  petition  of  the  Flour  Milling  Industry  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Office  of 
Price  Administration  to  decontrol  prices  of  wheat  flour,  Semolina  and  Farina  was 
denied  today  by  Robert  H.  Shields,  administrator  of  the  Production  and  Marketing 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that,  because  world  import  requirements  of  wheat 
exceed  exportable  world  supplies  by  more  than  35  percent,  "these  products  must 
be  considered  in  short  supply." 

(MORE) 
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SURPLUS  LAND  SOLD 

Surplus  agricultural  and  forest  land  totaling  83,822  acres  has  been  sold  by 
the  Farm  Credit  Administration  up  to  August  2  5.    Properties  for  disposal  are  chief- 
ly military  training  camps  and  sites  of  munitions  plants  no  longer  needed  by  the 
Government.     Tlic  Government  has  recovered  approximately  69^  of  the  reported  cost 
of  the  properties  in  the  sales* 

FEZ'  SUPFLIES  EXPECTED  TO  Eg  LARGER 
Are  you  going  to  feed  more  or  less  livestock:  this  coming  season?  Your 
answer  to  that  question  probably  depends  on  the  supply  of  feed  you've  grown  or 
can  buy.    Since  October  1  marks  the  beginning  of  another  feeding  year,  it's  a 
good  time  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  feed  supply  for  the  coming  season.  USDA's 
Production  and  larketing  Administration  has  just  made  such  an  estimate,  announcos 
Mr.  C.  V«  Hempjiill  State  Director  for  New  Mexico.    Total  tonnage  of  feedstuffs  is 
expected  to  run  about  113  million  tons.     That's  at  out  S  million  tons  more  than  ■ 
la.st  year's  supply.    Besides  the  bumper  corn,  Wheat,  and  oat  crops,  production 
of  by-product  feeds  is  expected  to  run  higher. 

SAVIEG3  BOND  PROGRAM 
The  individual  farm  family  can  do  little  about  controlling  fluctuations  in 
the  general  price  level.     2ut  keeping  debts  at  a  safe  level  and  building  up  a 
financial  reserve  in  l.S.  savings  bonds  when  incomes  are  good  will  help  to  cushion 
any  drop  in  prices  that  may  cone  later.    The  last  few  years  have  given  farmers  an 
unparalleled  opportunity  to  clear  up  past  obligations  and  to  put  away  savings  for 
the  future.    IIr»  Charles  F.  Brannan,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, in  appealing  to  farm  families  to  continue  their  purchases  of  savings 
tends,  said  that  money  invested  in  savings  bonds  now  won't  be  used  in  inflation- 
ary buying  of  farm  land4  and  will  be  available  when  needed  in  the  future.  'lation- 

al  objectives  of  the  continuing  savings  bonds  program  are  to  help  r-oduce  infla- 
tionary pressure  and  to  raintain  the  present  wide-spread  holdings  of  Government 
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AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  X1T  SHORT  SUPPLY 
October  1  List  -  The  list  of  agricultural  products  certified  by  the  Secretary 
to  OPA  as  being  in  short  supply  included  no  products  not  listed  on  the  September  1 
list.     The  following  products  wore  removed  from  the  short  supply  list:     oat  cereals, 
canned  corn,  canned  fruit,  canned  fruit  juices,  canned  fruit  noctars,  fresh  and 
froz-on  salmon,  wet  and  pressed  sugarbeet  pulp,  and  certain  distilled  spirits.  • 
Removal  from  the  list  means  that  these  products  will  be  automatically  decontrolled. 

Ngg  —  3RI3F3 

The  present  favorable  United  States  cotton  situation  results  largely  frcm 
(l)  the  unprecedented  level  of  domestic  consumption  during  the  v/ar  period  and 
thereafter,  (2)  the  exceptionally  small  crops  in  1945  and  1946,  (3)  the  general 
inflationary  situation,  and  (4)  increased  exports,  following  the  war.     The  recent 
advance  in  cotton  prices  has  greatly  increased  the  spread  between  the  Government 
loan  rate  and  the  farm  price. 

Until  the  first  of  llovembor,  markets  will  have  an  abundance  of  freshly 
harvested,  uncurcd    sweet  potatoes,  and  prices  are  expected  to  be  reasonable  in 
most  parts  of  the  country. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  sweet  potatoes  in  the  U.  S«  is  less  than  20  pounds 
in  contrast  to  about  127  pounds  of  white  potatoes. 

Plans  have  been  apprcvod  by  the  Soviet  Government  to  increase  cotton  produc- 
tion which  declined  greatly  during  the  war.     The  intention  is  not  enly  to  recoup 
the  losses  of  wartime  but  to  exceed  the  prewar  production  level. 

Agricultural  insecticides  and  fungicides  were  exempted  from  price  control,  ef- 
fective October  1.    Supply  is  generally  in  balance  with  demand,  OPA  said.  Controls 
are  being  retained  on  insecticides  containing  rotenone  or  rotenone  products  because 
thes"  ingrodicnts  arc  imported  and  expected  to  be  in  short  supply  another  year. 


RANCHER  GIVES  C07JB0YS  A  BREAK 

"Money  saved  is  money  earned,"  and  here*s  a  rancher  up  in  Sierra  county  who 
has  saved  money  and  earned  it  by  good  range  management ,  says  Salvador  Sanchez, 
Sierra  county  ACA  secretary/   The  rancher,  Mr,  John  P,  Yearwood,  has  12,705  acres, 
and  is  raising  registeredllerof  ords,  a  business  which  keeps  any  rancher  on  his 
toes.    He  tool:  over  the  operation  of  the  unit  in  1944,  beginning  to  figure  jjur 
med iatsly  the  improvements  which  were  necessary  to  put  the  ranch  in  peak  producing 
condition*    To  start  things  off,  Mr,  Yearwood  began  fencing  pastures  and  drilling 
wells.    Primary  object  of  these  practices  was    to  effect  a  better  distribution  of 
livestock  on  the  range  and  shorten  the  'treks'  of  the  cattle  to  watering  places. 
Only  part  of  the  necessary  fencing  was  completed  in  1944.    In  1945  and  1946  l"r, 
Yearwood  continued  with  his  fenoing  program,  building  and  rebuilding  3,92  0  rods, 
Ee  drilled  a  number  of  v,ater  wells  and  put  in  12  steel  storage  tanks  with  an  aver- 
age storage  capacity  of  3,000  cubic  feet.    He  also  installed  960  rods  of  pipe 
line  to  help  distribute  the  water  over  the  dry  areas  of  the  range.    Vihen  I 
Year'vood  has  completed  the  improvements  he  has  planned,  he  expects  to  have  a  water- 
ing place  in  each  section  surrounded  by  what  he  calls  a  "three-in-one  corral." 
These  three-in-one  corrals  will  consist  of  (l)  a  \vater  lot  for  all  livestock; 
(2)  a  hospital  corral  equipped  with  feed  stalls  and  a  water  trough  to  take  care 
of  livestock  needing  special  attention  and  (3)  a  large  creep  feeder  constructed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  only  calves  to  enter  at  will  and  feed. 

In  addition  to  the  above  improvements,  his  plans  of  management  call  for  one 

pasture  to  be  deferred  from  grazing  during  the  growing  season  each  year.  This 
will  pi-.e  the  grass  a  breathing  spell  and  a  chance  to  ncturolly  reseod. 


-  2  - 

The  plans  for  range  improvement  and  proper -management  on  the  Yearv/ood  ranch 
have  been  carried  out  through  cooperation  With  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Pro- 
gram during  the  pact  three  years.    Mr.  fohn  Bradley,  Chairman  of  the  Sierra  county 
Agricultural  Conservation  committee  states  that  the  assistance  given  this  rancher 
in  the  performance  of  his  range  conservation  practices  has  paid  large  dividends, 
not  only  to  the  rancher  himself,  hut  to  the  general  public  that  will  share  in  the 
constant  production  from  many  acres  of  stabilized  soil. 

HOTE:    This  type  of  "results"  story  is  readily  acceptable  by  Form  Editors.*  You 

ray  release  it  to  your  county  paper/s  or  work  up  one  about  a  farm  or  ranch 
in  your  county. 
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